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Music Literacy for Vocalists 
"Vocal musician is a crucial learning aid in the search for understanding the musical elements of 

singing. Imagine a carpenter with no hammer, nails or tape measure. Kate and Elisabeth give you 

the “tool box’ for making great music whether you are a live performer or a studio singer. With 

this systematic development you can build your skills continually regardless of your current skill 

set. I highly recommend this system. It works. Try Vocal Musician and watch your talent soar." 

Joshua Thompson, Producer/Composer (Alicia Keys, George Benson) 

 

"Kate and Elisabeth are really onto something here. It is not enough just to sing well. 

Musicianship is key to communicating and truly connecting through music. I refer all my 

students to this course, especially those who have an underdeveloped sense of basic musicianship 

and ear training. Finally, somebody has put together a training of truly essential skillsets in a 

well-organized, comprehensive and efficient regimen. It is wonderful to watch them get closer to 

what it is to be a musician as well as a singer." 

Melissa Cross, Author of "The Zen Of Screaming", Voice Teacher 

 

"I have a college-age student with an auditory processing disorder who’s had intonation 

challenges for the past year of lessons. He couldn’t sing “do” accurately in any key. After less 

than two weeks working in this program, his intonation is clearly improving, AND he is also 

increasing his ability to hear when the pitch is off-center even when I don’t tell him. Thanks so 

much for creating this rich resource, Kate and Elisabeth!" 

Cara Transtrom, Voice Teacher 

 

"Vocal Musician is very cool. Using a jazz music approach, my students learn music theory, 

solfege and ear training. The video tutorials and their singing is great!" 

Bonnie Pomeroy, Middle School Chorus Teacher, South Orange, NJ 

 

“Elisabeth and Kate have found a meaningful and sensible way to unlock musicianship skills for 

vocalists.  I teach a Musicianship For Vocalists class at the college level and I will be suggesting 

this program to my students.” 

Steven Santoro, Vocalist, Professor for Jazz Voice at Berklee College of Music, Boston 
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What it is: 

Vocal Musician LLC is an online platform that publishes music literacy courses geared 

specifically toward vocalists.  

 

Vocal Musician Fundamentals (Level 1): 

This course starts from the beginning: From Notation basics and first solfeggio syllables 

to improvising over 4 different chord progressions. The course materials span an entire 

semester of learning.  

The course contains 6 units. Each unit has 4 blocks: 

Music Theory: The student is presented with a fundamental concept of theory 

Solfeggio: The student applies what was learned in reading/singing exercises using 

solfeggio syllables 

Ear Training: The students practices identifying pitches, intervals, chords etc that have 

been presented and practiced in the unit. 

Song: The student learns a song specifically written with the material of that unit in 

mind.  

 

Learning Outcomes for Level 1: 

1. Know, sing the Major scale 

2. Know the solfeggio of the Major scale 

3. Read melodies up to eight notes written in C Major 

4. Read/sing basic rhythms up to eigth notes 

5. Know and identify several chord progressions including I IV V I, ii V I 

6. Know Major and Minor Triads 

7. Sing and identify diatonic intervals ascending and descending from DO 

8. Do basic improvisation over Major scale 

 

Why this course: 

As teachers at the collegiate level we have adjudicated thousands of auditions over the 

years. We often noticed that students who would come in with great voices did not have 
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a foundation in fundamental musicianship, such as what key a song was in, how to 

count off a band, how to sight read simple melodies. All of these things factor into how 

much if any scholarship students get. We saw that there was a need for a course like 

Vocal Musician Fundamentals (and following courses). Reading music and knowing 

music theory is a major Achilles heel for singers. As many college programs are not 

geared toward helping singers fill the knowledge and ability gaps they have, more often 

than not singers end up frustrated, just getting by or dropping out of college. We have 

decades of experience in teaching voice, theory, ear training, and improvisation. As a 

team we decided to come up with a course that would address the specific needs of 

singers while also using a methodology that is singer-specific. Our course is a step-by-

step program to learning the tools needed to be a music literate vocalist, and to have a 

more successful and joyful experience during auditions and in college.   

 

Who we are: 

Kate Baker is a world renown voice teacher, vocalist and recording artist. She trains 

singers in various genres and is also known as “the voice whisperer”. She is a faculty 

member at the New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music in New York City where 

she teaches voice and improv.  

Elisabeth Lohninger is an internationally touring vocalist and recording artist with 

thirteen released albums and a published book called “Singer’s Survival Guide to 

Touring”. She is a faculty member at the New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music 

in New York City and served for several years as the Ear Training Curriculum 

Coordinator for the program.  

 

Some Course Stats: 

Vocal Musician Level 1 Contains: 

• Over 60 educational videos 

• Over 80 pdfs for download (both with solfeggio syllables and without) 

• Over 25 audio practice tracks 

• 6 Theory quizzes 
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Preview: Mastering the Blues (Vocal Musician Level 2) 

(Release late April 21) 

You have heard of it. You have listened to it, maybe without even knowing you did. But what 

is the Blues? 

Let us help you unlock the mysteries of the Blues, from its basic form to the Blues scales and 

beyond. In doing so you will immerse yourself deeper in the realm of Vocal Musicianship 

and music literacy. 

You will learn the scales of the Blues, its chords, and its tonalities. You will also learn just 

how influential the Blues is on today's popular music, be it through the use of Pentatonic 

scales in riffing or the use of a 12 Bar Blues Form in Rock and Pop music. 

In addition to the previous 4-block structure of Level 1 (Theory/Solfeggio/Ear 

Training/Song) you will also do some call and response singing and learn some Blues and 

Gospel tunes. 

And through interviews with premier professional Blues and Jazz musicians you will learn 

more about the history of this truly American art form as well as its importance in today's 

music. 
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